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circumstan~e command, and the he. 
roic sacitfices pf the people require, 
anxious tnat it shou)d approach to 
Ihat degree qf perfection which men 
are allowed to ottaiq, when they pro. 
ceed with good faith, and with a de- 
sire of doing right, has decreed as 
follows: 

1st. All wise Spanimrds 
who have 

meditate op projects' of Reform with 
respect to the copstitution of the 
kingdom in general, 's wf l as on the 
particular branches of pukic admin- 
istration, are invited' by the Junta to 
communicate their ideas 'with full 
liberty, and as they may judge may 
answer best far the good of their 
caountry. 

2d. Those writings shall be sent to 
the Junta through the Secretary's office, 
within the term of two months fronim 
the date of this decree, and the authors 
wili subscribe their 

names,, 
or a' marZ 

by which tliey may be known in 
proper time. 

3d. 'These Writingi After being exa. 
mined in a summary I ay, the writers 
of 

those 
which are tonsid to be really 

useful by the observations, or by thqe 
knowledge they contain, shall be calle4 
upon, in oraer to take a part in the 
commnissiqns of Rtform, which shall 
be immediately created. 

4th. These 
Commissio. 

shall be 
presided each by a meir of the 
Junta, and in them will be exarpined 
and prepared' the works which are to 
be presented fdr approbation, 

5th. The projects approved of by 
the Junta shall be presented .to the 
National Sanction, and from it will 
receive the character, the authorivty, and the force of law. 

6th. The Junta does not anticipate 
its judgment, to prepossess the pubhlc 
opinion with respect to these projects : it only believes that it ought tq ai 
nounce from thlis momelnt certain 
principles, upon which the wish an4 
idgsire of the nation has irrevocably 
resolved, and trom which nothing that 
can be writtetn or discussed on the 
subject of Refrrm, can alter. 'Bhose 
principles are reduced ti the follow- 

'lTe Catholic, Apostolic, Roman 
4eligion, is the only Religion of the 
$ltase.~ - he Constitution of Spain is 
to be a moarn schy, hereditary in Fer- 

dinand the 7th, his descendents, and 
tlose called by the Law to succeed 
them ..-'he nation is to be governed 
henceforward by the Laws freely de- 
liuerated, and administered-there shall 
be a jatiom4l Cortes, in the manner 
and form which may be established, 
taking into consideration the differ- 
ence and alterations which have taken 
place since the. time when they were 
lawfully 

held.--Our 
American and 

olAer colonies shall be the same as the 
Metropolis in all Righlts and Consti. 
ittional Prerogatives. '"he reform 
which our legal codes, administration, 
and recovery of public rents, and every 
thing belonging to the direction of 
commerce, agriculture, arts, educa- 
i:in,' as well national, marine, and 

warlike are to undergo, shall be onlv 
and exclusively directed to obtain the 
greatest ease, and the better illustration 
of the Spanish people, so horridly teaz- 
ed until now. 

7. The nation which shall be legally 
and 

solenuily 
constituted from .... 

On that day, the General Cortes of the 
Spanish monarchy, after being so long 
neglected, shall meet together for Lhe 
firsf time. 

BRITISII. 

AT A MEETING OTHE 
CITIZENSI$ OF Dg IS'10 

Conven-a at the Guildhall, the 261h of 
Mayg 1809. 

WiLLpAP4 coC041s, esq. in the Chair. 
It was Resdlved, 1st. That at this inn- 

melntous period, when the people are tes- 
tifying the high sense they entertain of 
their superior rights as Britons, by the 
sacrifices they daily make of marty of the 
comforts, if not of the necessaries of life, 
for the simainteniuce amid defence of the 
$tate, 

they. 
have an pndoubted right to 

insist that those who are entrusted with 
the administration of public affairs, should 
at least ab4tain from undisguised profli- 
gacy and notorious coriupti0n. 2, That Gylliayn LloyI Wardle, esq. 
in his parliamentary exertions, respecting 
the coneduct of His Royal, Uighness the 
late Commnander in Chief, displayed that 
zealous vigilance for the public welfare, 
that clear discerntment, that pure disinmte- 
restedness, that inextinguishable ardour, 
and that unshaken 

constantcy, 
which cha. 

racterise the. tj e Ipatriot." That he has 
thereby justly acquirnd the admiration 
and gratitude of every incorrupted mnem- 
ber of the community, and he is requested 
to accept this heartfelt acknowledgemett 
tfrom tkthe Citizena of Britol now assembled 
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That our thank; are due tor Sir Fran- 
cis Burdett, Dart. for the consistency 
of his coiduct ifiseconding Mr. Wardle's 
motion for inquiry, to lord Folkstone for 
his early and steady support of the mea- 
sure;. to Mr. Whitbread and Sir Samuel 
Romilly, for their able exertions during 
its progress; and to general Ferguson, 
lord Archibald Hhmilton, Mr. Madocks, 
and such other members of the housek of 
commons, as by their virtuous co-opera- 
tion proved themselves to be the actual 
representatives qf the people. 

4th. That during the late inquiry, we 
observed with the deepest regret, that in 
an assembly of persons styling themselves 
the representatives of the people, the in- 

fluence of public opinion was unblushingly 
condemued, and its legitimaCyiopenly de- 
nied ; but we triumph in the reflection, 
that the authority which his majesty's 
ministers dared to r vile, they have found 
themselves compelled to obey. 

5th. That we consider the late happy 
detection of Lord Castlereagh in his foul 
attempt on the constitution, as a pledge on 
the part of the: virtuous representatives 
of the people, that ttev will not slJum- 
ber at their posts until our formidable 
enemy, corruption, be completely sub- 
dqed. 

6th. That we look with confidence to 
a speedy and effectual reform ol the com- 
mons house of parliament, as the only 
means of rooting out corruption ; and in 
effecting reform, we earnestly deprecate 
the insidious interference of those who 
are theumselves profiting by the continu- 
ance of state Abuses and Reversioaary 
Sinecures. 

Ith. That we eek no other reform than 
such as shall insure to us the restoration 
of that free and glorious constitution 
which our forefathers so bravely acquired4 
which they again and again so manfully 
asserted, and Which they so religiously 
transmitted to their posterity as their best, 
their inalienable birthright. 

8th. That our thanks are due to Mr. 
John Winter, jun. 'and the other inde. 
pendent citizens at whose instance this 
meeting was coivened. 

9th. That copies of these 
resokttions be subscribed by the chairman in the 

name of the meeting, and be transmitted 
by him to Mr. Wardle, Sir Francis 
Burdett, I ord Folkstonti, Sir S. Roillvy, 
AMr. Whitbread, General Ferguson, Lord 
A. Hamilton, and Mr. Madotks. 

IOth. That our acknowledgemuents are 
due to Mr. Matthew Mills Coates, for 
the Resolutions this day adopted, and 
for his zealous and able exertions on 
the present occasioa. 

11th. That the proceedings of this day 
be inserted in all the Bristol Newspapers, 
the Morning Chronicle, the Star, and the 
Globe. W. CoATES, Chairman. 

The thanks of the meeting were then 
voted to the chairman, for his able and inm- 
partial conduct. 

MRI. ERSKINE's INSTRUCTIONS. 

Copy of a 
Dispt(.yfr'om 

Air. Secretary Can- 
ning to the Hon. D. M. Erskine, Dated 

Flbreigrn aOice, 23d January, 1809. 

SIa.---If 
there really exist in those in- 

dividuals who are to have a leading share 
in the new administration of the United 
States, that disposition to come to a 
complete and cordial understauding with 
Great Fritain, of which you have received 
from them such positive assurances; in 

meetiang that disposition it would be use- 
less and uqprofitable to recur to a recapi- 
tulation of the causes from which the dif- 
ferences between the two Governments 
have arisen, or of the argumenits already 
so often repeated in support of that systeua 
of retaliation to. which his Majtsty has 
unwillingly had 

recours.e-That 
systeft 

his Majesty must unquestionably continue 
to mainitain, Unless the object of it can he 
otherwise accomplished. B4g after the pro- 
fession on the part of so many of'the lead- 
Ing Members of the Governiment of the 
United States, of a sincere desire to con- 
tribute to that object in a manner which 
should render the scontinsiance of the sys- 
tem adopted by the British Goverumlet 
unnecessiary, it isthought right thata (air 
opportunity should be offered to thst Ame- 
rican Goveritment to expla iSirtneaniig, 
and give proof of its.siTrerity. 'The ex- 
tension of the interdictiou of the Atueri- 
can harbours to the ships of war of France 
as well as of Great Britain, is, as stated 
in nmy former dispatch, ani acceptable 
symptom qf the vysteni of inmpartiality 
towards both Belligerents; the first that 
has 

bezct 
publicly manifested by thr 

American ioveruument. The like exteq- 
sion of the Non-importation Act to otsey 
Belligerents is equally proper in this view. 
These measwres remove those preliminary 
objections, which 

nilst 
otherwise hate 

precluded any useful or amicable dlis;us- 
sion. In this state of things, is it possibele 
for Qreat Britain to eiiteitain tpropei- 
tions, which while such nimaifest.partin- 
Utty was shown to her enetics, ~were not 
consistent either with her dignity or her 
interests. 

From the report of your conversation 
with Mr. Madison, Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. 
Smith, it appears- rst, That the A ileica rn 
Gouvrumnent is prepared, in the event of 
his MNesty's consenting tv withdraw 

theid 
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